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WELCOME! We ask that all worshipers sign an attendance card.  Members 
may hand their cards to an usher.  Guests, please hand your card to the Pastor 
as he greets you by the door. If you are interested in membership at Redeemer, 
please speak to one of the Pastors. 
 

PARENTS OF INFANTS AND TODDLERS: Here at Redeemer, we strive 
to help parents as they accompany their children’s walk with Christ.  We 
encourage families of all ages to worship with us.  We understand that there 
are times when children’s attention spans falter. To assist parents, we have 
activity bags located in each narthex.  We have a nursery with an audio-video 
feed located in the southeast corner of the lower level of the church. A diaper 
changing station is in the nursery as well as in the main narthex bathroom and 
the women’s bathroom on the lower level. If you have any questions, please 
ask an usher to assist you. At 9:45AM on Sunday, we also provide Sunday 
School in the Family Education Center for children from preschool through 
high school.    
 
 

Today’s liturgy is Vespers, from Lutheran Service Book (LSB), © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
Hymns are from LSB using Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 
Reprinted/used by permission. Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), Copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good 
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

LENTEN SERVICE #6 
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“DEATH TO RESURRECTION:  
THE WILDERNESS TO THE PROMISED LAND”  
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“Proclaiming the Gospel  
                    to All Generations” 
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LARGE PRINT BULLETINS WITH HYMNS are available from an 
usher.   
 

LISTENING DEVICES are available for those who need assistance in 
hearing the service. Please speak to the Elder on duty (main narthex) if 
you need one.   
 

PLEASE RESPECT the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place.  We ask 
you to turn off all cell phones and electronic devices.  Thank you! 
 

DID YOU FORGET your offering envelope?  Extra envelopes are 
located in the pew pockets and in the tract rack of each narthex. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS: If you have a prayer request, please contact the 
church office (402-477-1710 or valerie.coleman@redeemerlincoln.org) 
or write it on your attendance card. 
 
THE LENTEN PRAYER: Faithful God, through the ancient prophets 
You call us to return to You with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. 
Let these Lenten days be a time when, remembering how You relentlessly 
return to us in mercy, we return also to You; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
 

 

“DEATH TO RESURRECTION:  
THE WILDERNESS TO THE PROMISED LAND”  

 

The journey through a desolate place causes concern. It the 
midst of a desert, we wonder if we have enough water and 
food. In the middle of a drive across the wilderness of the 
western plains, we repeatedly check the fuel gauge. We 
know that death awaits the unprepared in the wilds and 
woolies. Indeed, the wilderness has always been 

considered a place of death and separation, a place of exile from all that 
we long for and hold dear, even our life. A journey through the wilderness 
is dangerous, but what waits for those who arrive at the other side? New 
life, a resurrection, a promised land where the Lord provides all good 
things, all life-giving and life-sustaining things; these are the blessings that 
come to the people of God from the hand of God as He brings us out of 
the wilderness of sin and into the paradise purchased by His Son. From the 
wilderness to the promised land—from death to life—a return from exile! 
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THE PRELUDE  
 

THE RINGING OF THE CHIMES 
 

THE WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
THE ORDER OF VESPERS 

(LSB, pp. 229-234) 
 
THE HYMN: 431  – “Not All the Blood of Beasts”  

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

(Please stand for the last stanza) 

 
THE VERSICLES, RESPONSES, AND ASCRIPTION OF PRAISE 
(LSB, p. 229; Chanted) 
P(Pastor): O Lord, open my lips, 
C(Congregation): and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
 

P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C: make haste to help me, O Lord. 
 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

All: Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 
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THE PSALM     (Psalm 126) 

P: When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who 
dream. 
C: Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy; 
 

P: then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for 
them.” The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad. 
C: Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like streams in the Negeb! 
 

P: Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy! 
C: He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come 
home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him. 
 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

(Please be seated)    
 
THE OFFICE HYMN:  “We Are Exiles from the Garden”   
(See last page of bulletin for text/tune) 
 
THE FIRST READING: Joshua 3:1–6 
P: A reading from Joshua, the 3rd chapter. 
 
1 Then Joshua rose early in the morning and they set out from Shittim. And 
they came to the Jordan, he and all the people of Israel, and lodged there 
before they passed over. 2 At the end of three days the officers went 
through the camp 3 and commanded the people, “As soon as you see the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD your God being carried by the Levitical 
priests, then you shall set out from your place and follow it. 4 Yet there 
shall be a distance between you and it, about 2,000 cubits in length. Do 
not come near it, in order that you may know the way you shall go, for you 
have not passed this way before.” 5 Then Joshua said to the people, 
“Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among 
you.” 6 And Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the covenant 
and pass on before the people.” So they took up the ark of the covenant 
and went before the people.  (ESV) 
 

P: O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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THE SECOND READING: Philippians 3:12–21 
P: A reading from Philippians, the 3rd chapter. 
 

12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press 
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me His own. 
13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I 
do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 
14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in 
anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. 16 Only let 
us hold true to what we have attained. 
 

17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk 
according to the example you have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have 
often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the 
cross of Christ. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they 
glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 20 But our 
citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like His glorious body, 
by the power that enables Him even to subject all things to Himself.  (ESV) 
 

P: O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
THE THIRD READING: Matthew 3:13; 4:1–2 
P: A reading from Matthew, the 3rd & 4th chapters. 
 

3:13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized 
by him. 

4:1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
by the devil. 2 And after fasting forty days and forty nights, He was hungry.  
(ESV) 
 

P: O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
THE RESPONSORY FOR LENT (LSB, p. 231; Chanted) 
(Organist introduces chant) 
P: Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 
C: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise 
against me. 
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P: In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God.  
C: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise 
against me. 
 

P: Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 
C: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise 
against me.   
 
THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
THE HYMN: 433 – “Glory Be to Jesus”    

 

 
 

5 Oft as earth exulting 
    Wafts its praise on high, 
Angel hosts rejoicing 
    Make their glad reply. 

 
6 Lift we, then, our voices, 

    Swell the mighty flood; 
Louder still and louder 
    Praise the precious blood! 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
THE SERMON 
Title: “Death to Resurrection: The Wilderness to the Promised Land” 
Text: Joshua 3:1–6; Matthew 3:13; 4:1–2 
 
(Please stand) 
THE VERSICLE AND RESPONSE (Spoken) 
P: Let my prayers rise before You as incense, 
C: and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
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THE CANTICLE: 956 – “Create in Me” 
All: Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
    and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence; 
    and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; 
    and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 
 
(Please be seated) 
THE OFFERING 
 
THE HYMN DURING THE OFFERING: 883 – “All Praise to Thee, 
My God, This Night”  

 

 

 
 
5 When in the night I sleepless lie, 

My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply; 
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest, 
No pow’rs of darkness me molest. 

 
D 6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

(Please stand for the last stanza) 
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THE KYRIE (Spoken) 
All: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Spoken) 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
THE COLLECTS: 
P: O Lord, hear my prayer. 
C: And let my cry come to You. 
 

P: Let us pray. 
 

P: Father, in the cross You assign to each of Your Son’s followers, we pass 
through fire and through water. Give us grace to be faithful even to the 
point of death, that in the end we may enjoy with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end; through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Father, in Your Son, You have called us to be strangers and pilgrims on 
this earth. Give us grace to see Your Son with the eyes of faith as He is 
revealed to us in the Holy Scriptures, that we may follow Him faithfully 
all our days until we reach the place of our true and blessed citizenship; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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THE BENEDICAMUS (LSB, p. 234; Chanted) 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
THE BLESSING (LSB, p. 234; Chanted) 
P: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: Amen. 
 
THE CLOSING HYMN: 878 – “Abide with Me” – Stanzas 1, 6 
1. Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 

 
6. Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 
THE SILENT PRAYER 
 

THE THREE CHIMES 
 

(Please be seated) 
THE POSTLUDE 
 
 

* * * * * * * 
 

SERVING US TODAY 
Liturgist & Preacher: Pastor Mark H. Ebert 
Organist: Joel Herl 
The Children’s Message: Pastor Mark H. Ebert 
Acolytes: Joel Peterson & Joaquim Tapimo 
Elder on Duty: Doug Garrison 
Greeters: Tim and Diann Davis (Main) & Cindy Stevens (West) 
Head Usher: Nick Guess 
 
THE BULLETIN TODAY is given to the glory of God by the Redeemer 
Lutheran Foundation. 
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